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The New Hit Musical
"PUREEMOTIONAL POWER! "

"THEREAL HERO OF 'FAITHJOURNEY' IS
MARTIN LUTHER KING. HIS MESSAGE, REFLECTEO SO

MOVINGLY IN THE MUSICAL SCORE, IS BOTH
CALMING ANO EXCITING, SPIRITUAL ANO POLITICAL,

GOSPEl AND ROCK! "
-New York Post

"'FAITHJOURNEY' CElEBRATES KING!
ROUSING MUSIC...GRACEFULLYRICS."

-Newsday

"THESOUND IS PURE GOSPEl.
THE MESSAGE IS SOCIAl!"

-NewYorl< Times

FAITH
JOURNEY
Inspired by
the teachingsof
Dr. Martin Luther King,Jr.



B FAN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHUROI

CEI RATES
144TH ANNIVERSARY

"Pastor + People = Progress "

Tbat simple formula ocmes
from one oChissermons, and
it describes perfectly the

thinking that has made Dr. Arlee
Griffin,Jr.such a dynamic IOrce in
his community, As thePaster of
Brooklyn'sBereanMissionary Baptist
Church, Dr. Griffin is committed to
tho botterment: of his community, but
that is a particularly toughjd:> these
days,because rnutual trust and open
doorsare no longer the norm. Today,
themissionofa church must stretch
beyond meeting the spintual needs 01
its parishicoes - it must encompass
8 booling of theentire community,
Thebattleagainst poverty is an cngo
ing cee, and it has been fooghtby
churchesforcenturies,but today's
societyhas created such hostility that
many communities are simply fulling
apart; people lock themselves in their
houses and evenchurches are often
forced. todale their doors for fear of
vandalism or theft. All too aware of
the societal decay that surrounds
bim. Paster GriJIin realizes that be
must dig deep into the souls olbis
people to heal the ills, and he knows
that it will take all thestrengtb and
perseverancehe can muster. "'Often
limes,changeis quite painful:' be
says. "Withoot Cod, we can'l 
without us.Godwon't"

WhenDr. Griffin came to Bereen
five yearsago. he brought with him a

desire andrommit.menl to pursue
exceUence in the pradice ofa holistic
ministry, ooe designed to meetand
serve the needs of the total person.
Prm'Erlls 29:18 tells us that "Where
there is no vision, the people perish ,"
and , ever mindful of that, Pastor
Griffin has a visionary passion for
kingdom-building. Amongbis
dreams is the completionofBerean
Gardens,a 77-nni t housingromplex
ler seniors, and theEducatiooaJ and
Family Life Cooter,which willbeee
lit the entire lXJlllmUOity, and ror
whidl there is dire need As he
movesto shape his Brooklyn corn
munity and prepare it for a brighter
tomorrow, PastorGriffin is perpetuat
ing a mission that began when
Berean was round ed, 144 )'OOIS ago.

100 date was August 11, 1850,
and the Alx>litionist movement was
in fullswing. Berean - ooce known
as "the little church00 tbebill " 
wasoriginally an inter-racial ccogre
gatioo, but, becauseeccessto the
church required a climb, many d. its
membersbad dilllallty attending see
vires. So wh o climbed thehill?
Apparently not thewhite members,
forthe Berean Church became a
binchurch. TheReverend Simon
Bundick, former pastorof ...



Brooklyn's Concord BaptistChurch ,
became Berean 's first blackminister.

A powerful, vibrantspirit kept the
church going in those days,and even
when the little churchon the hill was
totally destroyed , justbeforethe tum
of the century, Dr. LeonardJ. Brown,
its pastor. was quick to organize a glo
rious resurrection. One hundred
years ago, the Berean BaptistChurch
purchased its present siteand erected
on it the brick building that still
stands. It was the first time in New
YorkCity's historythat a blackcon
gregation has built its or....n church
from the foundation.

In 1929, under the pastorate ofDr.
Schuyler T. Eldridge,a $20,000 brick
parsonage was added. Its basement
housed a kindergarten and facilities
for Sunday Schooland otherchurch
activities. It was the dawn of the
Great Depression,which soon was
felt by theBereencommunity,
Responding to the needs cf'his
parishioners. Pastor Eldridge estab
lished foodand clothingpantries.
The gratefulness ofhis congregation
is heard whenever the church's
Carillonic bellspeel. for they were
installed in his honor.

National and, indeed. internation
al recognition carneto Berean WIder
the pastorate orReverend Hylton B.
James, und er whoseleadership the
church experienced phenomenal

growth. Dr.James's missionaryzeal
inspired the church to establish for
eign missions through the Lou Carey
Foreign Missions Convention, the
National BaptistConventions, and
the American Baptist Churches orga
nization. A Home Missions Program
included assistance to the needy, reg
ular visitations,and the oonduct of
services in nursing and oonvales
renee homes. Reverend James also
rounded the BereanBible Institu te ,
which offers a full curriculum of
accreditedcourses on all aspects of
Christian faith

The rapid growth of the church
necessitated furtherexpansion of its
facilities.On April 9 , 1961, a new
building wascompleted and the
institution becameknown as Berean
MissionaryBaptist Church. Under
this banner, andthirty years of
dynamic leadership by Pastor James,
the church gained a national reputa
tion forexcellence. A man ofDr.
Jam es's caliberis not eas ily replaced,
and so, when he passed away----dur
ing a 1978 prayer service-s-the
BereanChurchwent for two years
without an official shepherd. That
period ended in 1981,when the
Reverend Gus Roman came from
Philadelphiaand tookover the reins.
He immediately set a course for inner
revitalization, envisioning an even
m ore caring and compassionate ...
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-Marilyn Ramos

whose missions reflectthe current
socialsame: a prison ministry.a
media ministry.and AIDS ministry,
There is alsothe Berean Legal Clinic.
a Public Relations Committee, and a
YoungAd ultMinistly. Yes. society
has changed.and Past", Griflin
knows that his churchmust change
wi th it. PastorplusPeople does
indeed equal progress, and today that
progress includes the Berean Gardens
senior citizens housing project,fer
which ground-brealdng ceremony
was held two months ago. As this
projectrises from the ground,Dr.
Griffin and hischurch focus on the
Educationaland Family Life renter
in whose 56 million edifice Bereen's
ever-growing ministries'will find a
home; this improvement is currently
in the preliminary fund raising and
planning stages.

Bereanmemberscan lookback on
a gloriouspast,bu t there is much
work to bedone if the church is to
overcome the community's social
ills. In 6"" short YeaIS. Dr. Griffin bas
con tributed a memorable, progressive
chapter to the annals ofBerean
Baptist Missionary Church, earning a
slight re-write of thefonnula: Pastor
Griffin + Berean:Progress and Hope!

Pastor Griffin WId members of Berecm pmying while on 0 piJ~ to the Holy/and
IA pri11993).

church, one that fosteredspiritually
and socially centered ministries with
a strong emphasis on Christ ian edu
cation. The Berea.n Bible lnstitule
was expanded to five satelliteorgani
zations in Brooklyn and Queens,
with further outreacb through a cor
respondence curriculum-Devotional
life was strengthened by the adding a
Prayer Tower to the PrayerMinistry.
and economic independence was
encouraged through mutual financial
assis tance and support in the form of
the Berean Credit Union.

Pastor Roman was in the van
guard when it came toaddressing the
community's social problems. He
provided summer youth employ
ment opportunities , pumped new life
into Pastor Eldridge's emergency
clothing and foodbank,establisheda
career counsellngand referral pro
gramand - when relationships with
the 77th Police Precinct threatened to
collapse - sponsored thefirst
Community and Police Department
breakIast.

In 1988. Reverend Romanleft
Berean to return to Philadelphiaand
the mantle was handed to Dr.Griffin.
who looksback on Berean's illustri
oushistory and continues its tradi
tions while also forgingnew paths.
He has established new m.inislries
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LIS TIN G S
THEATRE

Manhattan: (212)

Kiss ofThe Sp id er
Woman
Through Oct . 8
Starring Vanessa
Will iams and Brian
Mitchell .
Broadhurs t Theatre •
235 w.44th 51. • 239
6 200

Kansa s O n M y Mind
Aug. 1 2-28
A coming of age s tory
set in Sh awnee ,
Kansas. Featuring
African American
country singer Pam
Kans as in this new
one-woman sh ow.
Castillo Cultura l
Ccnter e 500
Greenwich 51. • 941
5800

KatherineDunham Projed
Donati'lnS

£.P. Faustio S 100
Essence,~ 1..Q!;!!
Total 51.100
Send con trib u tions to:
Katherine Dunham Pro ject
C/O Rou tes • PO BOX
20103 ·I\"',NY 1001 1.

pletel y outside the
[udeo-Chnstian tradi
lion. Directed byRome
Nea l an d fea tunng
Vinie Burrows.
Nuyorican Poets Cafe ·
236 E. 3rd 51. · 46 5
3167

Sweet Daddy and
Amazin g Grace
Open Run
A gospel musicalcomedy
ootin Harlem . 11m
Reverend Jerome Daddy
is a devout disciple of
Quist until hecomes
under the spell of Dr.
Buzzard's Voodoo.
Theatre East · 211 E.
60 th 51. · 80 7-41 HI

What Ever Happened
To Blac k Love?
A ug 10 -13
Set in II courtroom atmos
phere. The jwy is seect
ed from the audience and
they decide the verdict.A
comedy/drama written by
ThomasMeIoru::ou.
Tribeca Performing
Arts Center at BMCC •
199 Chambers St . •
283 -()520

Women, "Celebrate the
Journey Back to Sell"
Through Augusl
A talented trio of en ter
tainers , Ebony To-Ann,
Irene Datcher and Gina
Breedlove , know how to
strut their stuff. Th ey 're
sure to please an y aud i
ence with their rendi
tions of 70s tunes, and
you 're sure to clap your
hands, tap your feet and
shout more than once.
The Harlem Victori a V
Theatre . 235 W. 125th
St • 222 -890 0 • 864
7725

Camuse]
Through Jan.
A musical scout the
unhappy romance of an
innocent-ind~ent-
minded New an d
knitting mill \\" .

Shirley v eren and Audra
Ann McDonald.
Vivia n Beaumont
Theatre > Lincoln
Ce nter . 150 W. 65th
St. • 239 -6262

Brooklyn: (718)

O nce In A Wifetime
Through Aug . 7
A 1970 's comedy abou t
brothers con vinced
that embracing their
African roots means
taking on another wife.
Billie Holiday Thea tre
• 1368 Fulton 51.
636-0918

FILM

Manhattao: (212)

Simeon
A ug. 10, 12:30, 3:15, 6:00
& 8:45pm
A comedy filled with
music starring thegroup
Kassav, with Jorn:yne
Bernard and Lucinda
Messege-,
F lorence Gould Hall •
55 E 59th St. • 355
6 160

Black Film Festival
Through August 15
Call or write for details.
T he A rt Gallery in The
Slate Office Bld g. •
163 W.125th St. · 873
5040

Alma 's Rain bo w
Through Aug. 15
A slice of the Blackexpe
rience brought to lifeby
filmmaker Xyoka
Cbcuara's diversecast of
characters. Itis a story
about relationships
between mother and
d aughter, between sis ters;
between friends; between
lovers.
The Harlem Victor ia V
T heatre > 235 W. 1 25th
St • 222 -8900 or
864-7725 ...

6 BIRTltDATE: 8/M93g.ISAACHAYES, COMPOSER, PERFDRMEil



LIS TIN G S
GALLERIES

Manhattan: (212)

African -Ame rican
Works DrAM
Original artwork, fin e
p rin ts . lim it ed edi 
tions , and sculpture.
Afriworks • 2035 5th
Ave. (bet. 125th &
126tb SU.) . 876-1 44 7

Enu-e Tres
Through Sept t o
Pai n tin gs by JoAnn
Jones , Larry Horowi tz
and Alexe i Su nd ukez.
Bill Hodge> Fire Art
Callery- 24 W.57th St,
Suite 600 • 333-2640

Upcommg events
ROlflES'readers

should know about?

Write to Rot.rreS
P.O. eox 20103

New York. NY 10011

African Works of Art

Original oil paintings.
sculptures , bronze
works, masks. arti fac ts.
ba tik s and jewelry .
Ashione Gallery . 269
W. 4th 51. • 229-0899

Summer Art Show
Opens Aug. 10
Art work by Gonzalo
Borges, Guillermo
Iusc, Anto nio Ca rreno,
Gcnaro Phill ips and
Jose Perdomo.
Carib Art Gal lery e 584
Broa dway « 34 3-2539

Robertson African Arts
Ori ginaltextiles and
masterwork 's . Gal lery
is open by ap po int
ment onl y.
36 W. 22n d $1. • 4th
Fl. • 6754045

Misek Art
Orig inal artwork. fin e
prints, limi ted editio ns
an d sculpture.
Savacou Gallery . 240
E. 13th 51. (bel. 2n d &
3rd Aves.) . 473-6904

• Fr ank Bowling
Thr ough Aug. 30

•Richard Baye,sculptor
Through Aug. 30

Skcto Gallery « 25
Prince St. • 226-8519

Brooklyn: (718)

SpecialtyElhnic A.rtwurI.:
OR Paper
ThrougbA»g.
ClintonHill Simply Art
Callery• 583 MyrtleAva
· 857-0074

Queens: (718)

The Global Sweatshop
Through Aug.
This project is acritique

ROIJTE5 & The DowTwins
Tenth Annual

u.s.s. INTREPID GALA
sea • Aic• Space Muselm

A unique and unforgettabl e summer evenIng m the water .. . live entenao
ment on the hangar oeo; w ith dancing under the moon~'9ht. Meet new friends
and renew- old ac:quaintan ces on this leqendary 'MYII aircra ft carrier, the uss
kltrepid Museum, moored at 45th St and"the~ Side Highway.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 1994
9:00PMunt il 3:00AM

Music by Reggie Wells & Ben Morgan
Advance Triers: 520.00 before Aug . 25th, • S25.00 after

Grou p Tickets available now!
Rain or Shine

ROUTES: (212) 243-4967 or (212) 627-5241
GJl!ip

ATTUl.EFOR THE EVEHINC: UGHT. BRtGHT &COLOftAJl. PRIZES FOR BESTNAIJTICAl otmrTS
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