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CANUTE WILLIAMS 
ANTIQUARIAN 

I
t's great to find a shop filled with 
hundreds of rare and beautiful 
things. And that treat is e~en 

more gratifying if the shop is run by 
someone who can effortlessly guide 
you through a treasure trove of 18th 
and 19th century antiques. 

Canute Williams. ten years 
in the business. does this extremely 
well. He discusses antiques with 
encyclopedic fluency. He can tell 
you the origin, history. style, period 
and value of each item in the 
Mercantile Gallery. sitting boldly on 
the corner of Fulton Street and Irving Place in Brooklyn. 

''I'm completely self-taught," Mr. WiJl;ams says as he stands 
next to a fine-grained oak cnina cabinet. One leg is bent and one 
elbow is propped gingerly on top of what my grandmother used to 
call a china closet. His right hand rests on his clean shaven head. and 
his left hand fills the pocket of his blue denim apron, covering a 
bright orange plaid shirt. "I had a hell of a lot of inquisitiveness." he 
explains. "So I read books. attended shows. visited museums and 
spoke to knowledgeable dealers." 

Antiques were not what Mr. Williams had in mind when he 
opened the doors back in 1982. Then it was an app liance store which 
offered refrigeration and air conditioning repair services as well. But 
on the advice of a friend. he slowly began to turn his appliance and 
repair store into an antique shop. selling her furniture on 
consignment. "Soon my eyes got bigger and my taste got better and. 
after ten years. it's evolved into this." he explains. making a wide 
sweep with his hand. "And the appliance store went the way of the 



dinosaur! Today. here I am a one hundred percent dealer in antiques 
and good used furniture." 

The Mercantile Gallery is full to the brim with ornate China 
closets . some displaying crystal perfume bottles and delicate floral 
patterned china with gilded rims, elaborately carved tables and 
chairs with lion claw feet. tufted velvet love seats. marquetry chests, 
and sleigh beds crafted during the Empire. Victorian and 
Renaissance periods. 

An impressive gold leaf Rococo over-the-mantle mirror 
hangs on a wall by the door. "That's a piece!" he says with a proud 
nod. "It was made around 1820. That was during the Renaissance 
Revival period. and it's worth at least $20.000." Then. with a broad 
smile. he adds, "There's more upstairs in Mercantile II. .. 

We walk through his workshop in the rear and ascend a 
custom-built oak staircase. 

Two superbly arched. beveled glass and 
tiger oak doors lead into an enormous room 
divided by two towering columns. Fifteen tall 
windows encircle the room, letting in a fl ood of 

light. The windows original golden oak casings 
are still intact. A stained glass floral skylight 
bathes the room in color and graces the ceiling. 
The floor area between the two large columns 
is decorated with a design in the form of three 

satinwood and mahogany stars. The floor 
itself is made from number one red oak cut 
at a 45 degree angle. 

The furnishings are exquisite. 
There is an ornate Venetian chair, for 
example, with an intricately designed back, 
a triangular-shaped seat and rams' head feet. 
There are several items from Mr. Williams' 
extensive Americana Collection. He 
partir•tlarly prizes the bronze figurines 

representing Africans and African-Americans. 
and tobacco humidors in the form of African-Americans as they 
appeared during the 19th century. 

Naturally. such a tour and such a guide prompted a few 
obvious questions. I asked. How can one tell an antique from a 
reproduction? "You have to know how things were made 100 or 200 
years ago." he replies. "Certain features in a piece from the 1850s 
were not invented in the early 1800s. Take that mirror ... he says. 
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pointing to the gold loaf Rococo by the door. "You notice there's no 
bovuling on it. That process was not invented during the 1820s. 
Beveling was created between 1840 and 1860, in the Victorian period. 

"You also have to pay t.tlention to how antique furniture was 
constructed. Notice what kind of fasteners are used. Is the piece made 
with screws, nails or commercial glue? There was no Eimers glue 
back then. Glue was made originally from the gummy part of horses' 
hooves. You have to teach yourself to notice details so that you don't 
buy a pig-in-a-poke. If you do, you'll either have to sell it, live with it, 
or cat it!" 

Arc antiques a good investment? "Yes!" he says. "It's very 
much like buying stocks and bonds. Antiques appreciate. But, again, 
you have to be knowledgeable. Most people think that if something is 
old, it 's an antique. That's not true. It has to be rare, documented, 
identifiable and desirable to more than one person. You may pay 
$30,000 for a piece but it may be worth $150,000 or $200,000, 
depending on who wants it." 

A 19th century Ansonia clock sitting on a china closet begins 
to chi mo. He mentions that it's a housewarming gift for a friend. 
"That's my way of advertising," he says. "Someone may see it, love it 
and want to know where it's from." 

Sponsoring shows is another way to advertise. Right now 
Canute Williams' schedule is open. His next show is planned for 
February, 1994 when the Gallery will host an Americana exhibit. For 
tho spring of that year, the Mercantile Gallery has scheduled a show 
called 101 Boxes, which will feature a display of beautiful Victorian 
jewelry boxes. Meanwhile, the Mercantile Gallery, is open from 
Monday to Saturday, 12:00 to 6:00p.m. (718) 789-8729. 

CLUBS AND 
CABARETS 

George Shearing Duo 
with special guust Grady 
Tate plus Joe Pass solo 
Fob 25·29 
Tho Bluo Nolo • 131 W. 
3rd St • 475-8592 

Steve Nelson, Mike 
l.edonne, Chri~tian 
Mcllridu 
Fob 24-29 
Orad loy's • 70 University 
1'1/tllh St • 221!-6440 

Jose Feliciano 
Fob 29, 8 :45 & 10:45 pm 
C.afo Carlyle • Madison 
Avo & 76th St • 744-1600 

Big Time Sarah & BT 
Express 
Fob 25-29 
Chicago B.L.U.E.S. • 73 
8th Avo/13 St • 255-7373 

•Leah Sutton's 
Wednesday Comedy 
Explosion with Angela 
Scott, MC Ray Romano, 
jock Simmons & Ron 
Smith 
Feb 26,8 pm 

Duplex • 01 Christopher 
St • 255-5438 

Bobby Jlutchei'SOn 
Quartet 
Fob 25-Mor 1 
Fat Tuesday's • 190 3rd 
Ave • 533-7902 

-Estelle Whiting 

Bill Mays, piano 
Ray Drummond, bass 
Feb 25-29 
Knickerbocker Bar & 
Grill • 33 University 
Place • 228-8490 

Kenny Neal 
Feb 26 & 27 
Manny's Car Wash • 
1558 3rd Avo • 369· 
BLUE 

Marie IV Lounge 
714 St. Nicholas Ave • 
Harlem • 283-9033/9070 

•Lonnie Youngblood & 
The Blood Brothers 
Fri. & Sat. 

•Ike Smalls Trio 
Wed-Thur 

• Bill Saxton Trio 
Man 

Showman's • 2321 6th 
Avo • llarlcm • 1!64-1!941 

ROUTES, A Weekly Guide to African·Americon Culture, February 24-March 1. 1992-3 



LT.'s Restaurant lc The Gadabout 
Tbe Book Sport's Bar Cafe 
Nits Qub lc Bar • Thursdays: L.adie's nile, Tasty herb chicken & 
Harlem's premier club Live Band Instant Replay French fries 
2246 7th Ave Harlem • 

Friday: Karoko Funtimc 5-
125th St Mart • 10 pm. KISS FM, 10:00 

283-9189 pm-1:30 am: Saturday, OJ. Mezzanine • 260 W. 

56 Route 17, South • East 
125th St • 749-1711 

•Buclr.y Pizzarelli, Rutherford • (201) 935-
Honeysuckle }uitarist 5600 eb 26, 12:30 pm Southern cuisine • t;::z Mass: Eddie •New Rochelle• Trendy 

nnemere, Orchestra 
Palace Nile Qub 507 Columbus Ave 

wuchoir 496-8095 
ar 1, 5 pm 518 Main St. • (914) 235-

•The Joel LaRue Smith 7117 
Jamaican " llot Pot" 

Trio: A Sound Collage 
Mar 1, 7:30pm Small restaurant of 7-8 

St. Peter's Church • The CONCERTS tables-but has a large 

Living Room • Lexington rcbutati~n fo_r good food 

Ave/54th St • 688-6022 • LaffTuesdays at argam pnces. 
2260 Adam ClaJ.'on • Amateur Night Powell. Jr .. Blv /133rd St Ray Anden>an Quartet Wednesdays 

Feb 25-Mar 1 Apollo Theatre • 253 W. 
• 491-5270 

The Village Vaniuard • 125th St •864-0372 Vernon's Jerk Paradise 178 7th Ave • A 5-4037 
jamaican cuisine 

Kenny Werner & 
The West Village Quartet Jerk preparation of meats. 
Feb 29,8 pm 252 W. 29th St • 268-Rufus Reid 
Featured works by 7020 • Reviewed in 7/29/91 Feb 24-29 

Zinno • 126 W. 13th St • 
Mozart, Debussy, issue. 
Chopin, Jacobi and 

924-5182 Schubert Island Spice 
•Brooklyn• The New York Socie~ for Caribbean 

Ethical Culture • 2 \ est 402 West 44th St/9th Ave Lou Vega Jazz Ensemble 64th St • 798-2042 • 765-1737 Feb 27 
Diedre Murray James Brown Jezebel Fob 28 &29 Feb 28. 8:30 pm Southern/American 
Royston's • 63 Lafayette The Paramount • cuisine 
Ave • (718) 243-0900 Madison Square Garden Shawls, swings and 

•Queens• • 34th St/8th Ave • 307- sophistication. 
7171 630 Ninth Ave/45th St 

Chances Lounge 582-1045 
192-20 Linden Blvd • St. 
Albans • (718) 527-9809 

RESTAURANTS 
La famille Restaurant 

• Long Island • Southern cuisine 
A H;., lem Institution. 

Burgundy's Blue Nile Roomy and informal 
729 Fulton Ave • Ethiopian cuisine 2017 5th Ave/125th St 
Hempstead • (516) 486- 103 W. 77th St/ 53-1-9909 
8760 Columbus Ave/580-3232 

le Sous Sol Restaurant 
Sugar Ray'• Copeland's French Creole cuisine 
(Formerly Machines) Sout/iem cuisine Nightly entcrtoinment 
Melonie Rose of WBI.S. A llarlem institution 70 West 95th St • 865· Thursday Nights 

547 W.145th St • 234- 8700/1 
2686 Hempstead Tpke • 2457 
Levittown • (516) 731- Manna t010 

Caribe Bakery fr Cafe 
• New Jersey • Jamaican cuisine 125th St Mart • 

Ben Aranov Quintet 
Pleasant and informal. Mezzanine • 260 W. 
Cash only. 125th St • 991-6827 

Feb 28 & 29 
11 7 Perry St/ Greenwich 

Trumpets • 6 Depot St • 255-9191 
Square • Montclair • 
(201) 746-6100 

.... 
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MoBay 
Jamaican & Sou them 
cuisine 
246 W. 14th SI(Bct. 7th & 
6th Aves) • 255-7735 

Pan Pan 5th Avenue 
RestawantJCafe 
Southem cuisine 
Relaxed and informal 
1325 5th Ave/110th & 
11llh Sts • 996-1212. • 
Reviewed in 10/20/91 
issue. . 

Pede's Fine Cuisine 
Fine cuisine 
Elegant & trendy 
553 Manhallan Avo/ 
123rd St • 666-6500 • 
Reviewed in 9/8/91 issue. 

Rubi'' 
Vegetarian Cafe 
Tasty homemade 
vegetarian Afro-Centric 
delicacies. 
125th St Mart • 
Mezzanine • 260 W. 
125th St • 666-RUBI 

The Shark Bar 
Southern cuisine 
Saturday Gospel Brunch 
307 Amsterdam Ave/74th 
& 75th Sts • 674-6500 

B. Smith's 
Southern & American 
cuisine 
Trendy 
771 6th Ave • 247-2222 

Sylvia's 
Sou them cuisine 
Relaxed and informal 
328 Lenox Ave • (126 & 
127th Sts) • 996-0660 

Third World Cafe 
rd World cuisine 

(spices used are from 
West Africa} 
A very special little cafe. 
700 W. 125th St /West 
Side Hway • 749-6199 

Wilson's Restaurant & 
Bakery 
Southern Cuisine 
A Harlem institution. 
1980 Amsterdam Avo/ 
158th St • 923-91121 

I 

L..l. Wilh this coupon, dke l.-4..: 
-~P '/- .. , .. ~~-~ 

$20.00 OFF 
any air ticket purchased from 

TRAVELLING TAJ 
Entertainment Travel Specialists 

: 420 lexington Avenue • Suite 2554 • N.Y., NY 10170 
1 For reservatio call 212-599-3099 

Lose weight the sate and easy way ... 
and keep the pounds off! 

Call or write for free infonnation 
as seen on The Amazing Micro 
Diet Show "Go for it!" 

• 

..:..Cathy Lu Crosby 

MiCRo ··---· Independent Advisor: W Farrow 
400 Central Park NY 10025 

Capoeira 

SupeNised 
Juice Fasts 

One on One Training 
llarlcm 307 west 121 Street 

MUSCLES a12> 222-oa1a 

GARY L. KING 
Early Childhood 
Consultant 

For appointment. 
call or fax 

(718) 398-4526 
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•Brooklyn• 

Greene Avenue Grill 
Grilled American fr 
Southern cuisine 
Relaxed and informal 
13 Greeno Ave/Fulton St 
• (718) 797-2099 

Harper Valley 
Southern cuisine fr Bake 
Goods 
Relaxed and Informal 
745 Fulton St • (S. Elliot 
Sl. & S. Portland Ave) • 
(718) 596-2367 

Keur n' Deye • 
Senegalese Cuisine 
Roloxed and informal 
737 Fullon St (S. Elliot 
Sl. & S. Portland Ave) • 
(713)875-4937 

McDonald's Dining 
Room 
Country home cooking 
Relaxed and Informal 
327 Stuyvesant Ave • 
(718) 574-3728 • Tuos
Sun 

Safari African 
Restaurant 
Nigerian, Ghanain fr 
Liberian cuisines 
African ambience 
702 Fulton St (So. 
Oxford & S. Portland 
Sts) • (718) 624-2563 

Sheila's 
Southern Cuisine 
Relaxed and informal. 
Intimate two level 
dining. 
Open Wed-Sun 
271 Adelphi St • (718) 
935-0292 

Two Step1 Down 
Southern and West 
Indian Cuisine 
Relaxed and informal. 
Intimate 2 level dining. 
240 Dekalb Ave • (718) 
399-2020 

•Queena• 

Brasserie Creole Cafe 
Skah Shah 
Saturdays 
227-02 Linden Blvd • 
C.ambriallts • (7111)341-
137fi/7 

Perfect Taping Company 
Licensed and Bonded Drywall Tapers 

1~ 
~ ·· · ~ 

No Joe IS Too SMALL 

<NI. ~ 

~ (.J 1 

Carmichael's Diner & 
Cocktail Lounlle 
Southern cuiswe 
Informal 
Jazz Jam Session 
Wed, 7:30-10:30 pm 
1 17-08 Guy Brewer Blvd 
• Jamaica • (718) 723-
6908 

La Citadclle Restaurant 
Southern fr Haitian 
cuisine 
A family restaurant with 
homo delivery service. 
220-24 Lindon Blvd • 
Cambria Heights • (718) 
527-6366 

La Detente 
Continental and 
Caribbean cuisine 
Sunday jazz Brunch 
11-4:00 pm 
Frank Dell and the New 
York Connection 
23-04 94th St • East 
Elmhurst • (718)458-
2172 

Free Estimates 

(718) 338-7884 

Le Moulin Vert 
Restaurant 
Caribbean cuisine 
215-52Jamaica Ave • 
Queens Village • (718) 
776-4285 

Nakisaki International 
Restaurant 
jamaican fr Chinese 
cuisine 
Takeout Service too 
138-89 Francis Lewis 
Blvd • Rosedale • {718) 
527-7355 

Rockaway Fish Haven & 
Catering Service 
141-22 Rockaway Blvd • 
So. Ozone Park • (718) 
529-2304 or 3576 

Village Door 
lnternatianal cuisine 
Jazz Jam Session nightly 
163-07 Baisley Blvd • 
(718) 276-9616 

C>nrinu~ on Pa&e 7 

6 MONTH TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION $18 

1 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $36 
I 

ROUTES, A Weekly Guide 
to African-American Culture 

London Terrace, P.O. BOX 20103 
NEW YORK, NY 10011 

NAME 

ADDRESS -------------------------

CITY _____________ STATE __ ZIP -----
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• Long Island • 

Butler'a Qua.rten~ 
Sophia's Soul ful Sunday 
Gospel Brunches 
3-5 pm 

With Perrila, vocalist & 
Jobn Brown, sp«:cial 
guest artist, 
736 Fulton Ave • 
Hempstead • (516) 483-
9078 

Chez Antoine 
French Caribbean 
cuisine 
Elegant 
590 Sunrise Highway • 
Baldwin • (516) :.!23-
9426 

Nakisaki International 
Ret~taurant 
Jomoiron & Chinese 
cuisine 
Tukeaut Setvice loa 
276 Fulton Ave • llemp
stead • (516) 292-9:.!00 

THEATER 

Negro Ensemble 
Company 
fust a Night Out 
Through "February 
A musical love story that 
takes place during th~ 
1950s Chitlin' circuit 
period. 
At the Top of the Village 
Gate • 
Bleeckerffhompson Sts 
• 295-4694 or 307-4100 

God'a Trying to Tell Yuu 
Something 
Fob 25-Mar8 
A gospel musical drama. 
Muticalarrangunaunt by 
Edwin HawlrJns; st~rring 
Oennia Edwards, David 
Sea and fouturing DIIZ 
Paltenon and David 
Whitfield. 
Boacon Thoatre • 74th St 
& Broadway • 496-7070 

From The Mi55issippi 
Della 
Written by Ende~ha Ida 
Mae llolland. directed 
by Jonathan Wilsun. 
cndesha Ida Mao 
llolland's boldly 
inspirational, gutsy and 

often hilarious autobio
graphical play. It follows 
her I i fe as shu blazes her 
way from rebellious 
young prostitute lo Ph.D. 
C:irclc-ln-Thc-Squurc 
(Downtown) • 159 
l:llccd..cr St • 254-6330 

The Peacemaker 
Through Feb 24, 7:30pm 
Mondays only 
A surreaholic explora
tion of the public and 
private li ves of Dr. 
Martin Luther King and 
his wife Corella. 
)udiah Anderson Theatre • 
422 West 42nd St • 840-
1234 

l:loesman and Lena 
Through Mar 2:.! 

Wrillen by Athol Fugard 
A story of two South 
Africans stru~ling fur 
shelter, fuod,lovu , 
dignity, and a sense of 
meaning in the harsh 
world of apartheid. 
Manhdllan Theatre C:lul> • 
City C.cnter • 131 West 
55th St • 581-7907 

Boo! Seven 
Characlt:rs/No 
Guarantees 
Feb 2-1 
A une·man, seven 
character monologue, 
written and pcrformod by 
Stephen Patterson, a !>lack, 
nag waving. card currying. 
liberal gay man. 
Musical Theater Worl..s • 
440 Lafayette St • Studio 
30 . 614-0275 

• Easy Livin' 
Through Mar 8 
A two act play about 
Jazz trumpeter CliiTurd 
Brown. Written by 
Samuel B. Harps und 
directed by Leon 
Pinl...ncy 

• A Senegalese Ni~;ht 
Feb 29, 10 pm 
The Uust Senegalese 
Drummers 

National Black Thealt:r • 
2033 Fifth Ave • 427-51.i15 

Before It llit~ llome 
Through Mar 22 
Tho story of a 30-year 
old jazz musician who 
returns home with AIDS. 
Second Stage Theatre in 
association with New 
York Shakespeare 
Festival • 425 Lafaycllc 
St • 598-7150 

A Wurnan Called Truth 
Through Mar 1 

Sat, 8 pm, Sun, 2 pm 
A dranaa by Sandra 
Fenil'hel about Sojourner 
Truth ; featuring a score 
uf American slave songs. 
With Patricia R. floyd. 
Open Eye New Stugings • 
270 W 89th St • 7t.i!J.4H3 

The Atlanta AlTair 
Opens Fuh 27 
About the Atlanta child 
slayings in the Hl70s. 
The Kiant Thc~tcr • 161 
llnd>on St • 4th Fl • 925-
11353 

Thuli Dumakudc in 
lluya Africa 
South African actress 
and singer's autobio
sraphical sk~U;h is 
anterwuven Ill an 
evening of music and 
dance. 
Theater Arielle • 432 
West 42nd St • 967-7079 

ART GALLERIES 

Julius Forbes Lane 
Through Feb 28 
The cultural history of 
llarlcm is fully depicted 
on canvas in tho 19 
original oils and acrylic 
paintings. 

Art Callery of th<l ACP, 
)r .. Stale Office Bldg • 
163 W. t25th St 749-
52!lli 

Jean-Michel llasquiat 
Through Mar 7 
Vuwj Daghoomiun 
Gallery • 555 Brnadway 
• !Hl · H10 

Coutiuut:d on Page 8 
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Salvador Dali, Zule, C. 
Buller Pendley, J. Pavlo 
da fonesca, Giorgio 
Simonaio, Dinder 
McCannon, Dr. Yvonne 
Cole Meo, Leroy 
Campbell, Sheila Keefe, 
Tabya Jacobi, Rit:Si. 
Mervin Lynch, Samil 
The Brallon Gallery • 20 
C.ornelia St (West 4th St & 
6th Avo) •679·5203 

Photography Exhibit: 
Place and Time. 
Through Mar 14 
Among the arts shown: 
Gordon Christmas, A.O. 
Fayemi, Archie 
llamillon, fern Logan, 
John Pinderhuges and 
Bill Sanders. 
The Cinque Gallery • 560 
Broadway/Prince Sl • 
Room 504 • 966·3464 

Migralion11 of Meaning: 
Part One 
Through Feb 28 
Ronald Gonzalez, Renee 
Sloul, James MSon" 
Tho mall 
In tar Gallery • 420 West 
42nd Sl • 695-6135 

Marble & Granite 
Gallery 
Featuring Zambian 
sculptor ltemmie 
Sichalwe, and a t;ranite 
sculpture collection from 
Zimbabwe. 
Morl..ole & Granite Gallery 
340 West 14th St (bot. 8th 
& 9th Aves) • 741-3399 

S;r.mboh; of Permanence 
1he Art o( African Metal 
Through teb 29 
Robertsons African Arts 
• 36 W. 22 St • 4th Fl • 
675-4045 

Saints a. Sinners itlrin 
Through Apr 18 
A site-specific 
installafion of Alison 
Saar exploring tho nature 
of myth, religaon, and 
ritual in the urban 
context. 
Tho Whitney Museum of 
American Art • 120 Park 
Ave • The public 
Sculpture Court 

•Queens• 

I.e lard in Cullurel Art 
Ga lery 
Featuring the Oil and 
Acrylic paintings by 
Haitian artists Guy 
t'leury, Savin, Casimir, 
Valein I, Valein II & 
Vulbrun; sculpturo by 
Jo!it!ph; black and white 
prints by E. Guerrier 
225·09 Linden Blvd • 
Caml..oria lluights • (718) 
712·9377 

• Lung Island • 

21st Annual Exhibition 
of Contemporary Black 
Artist~ in Ameraca 
Through Mar 6 
Great Neck Library • 
Bayview Avenue at Grist 
Mill U.ne • Great Neck 

MUSEUMS & 
CULTURAL 
CENTERS 

African Improvisation: 
Textih:s from the 
Indianapolis Museum of 
Art 
Through Apr 19 
Twenty-eight fabria of 
rich colors and vibrant 
poll urns showing various 
aspects of improvisation in 
African textile design. A 
sound track of jazz which 
has its roots in African 
rhythms accompanies the 
exhibit. 
American Croft Museum 
• 40 West 53rd St • 956· 
3535 

• Frederick H. Leonhardt 
People Center uflhe 
Charla A. Dana 
Education Wing 
Feb 29 & Mar 1, 1-4 pm 
African Folklore: Obara 
Wali Rahman·Ndiaye 
and Andara Koumba 
Rahman-Ndiaye toke tho 
audience on a journey 
from tho Old Mali Empire 
to West Africa to tho 
Americas through 
drumming. song and 
dance. 

•llt!r Words Dance: 
Women Writen; in the 
Blat:k Arts Movement 
Nikki Williams roads 
from tho works of notal..olo 

African-American fomalu 
authors auch u Muya 
Angolou and Lorraine 
Hansl..oorry and dist:ussea 
their contribution to tho 
Black literary arts 
movement. 

• Black Western lleroos 
Award-winning author 
Goorxe Took. uses s lides 
to present tho hiddun 
heritogo of black 
cowboys, Native 
Americans and pioneers. 

American Museum of 
Natural History • Control 
Park West at 79th St • 
769·5800 

Lecture Series 
Yemoj'a and Oya: Two 
Motle s of the Femininu 
in Yoruba-Atlantic 
Rt!ligious Philosophy 
Fob 25,1 pm 
Speol~:r: Dr. Mary Curry, 
A scholar on tho sodology 
of rolil!ion. with porticulur 
oxpcrttso in intemationul 
Amcan rolisious prat:ticos. 
A priestess an the Yorul..oun 
religious tradition. 
Caribbean Cultural 
Conter • 408 W. Sllth St 
• 307-7420 

African-American 
Archil eels 
Feb 26, 6:30-9:30 pm 
A panel discussion and 
presentation on the work 
of African·Atnurican 
architects and the state of 
the field with four 
contril..outors to the new 
book African American 
Architect6 in Curreut 
Practice. Panelists: Jack 
Travis, editor, African 
American Architects in 
Current Practice; Michael 
Henry Ada11111, Prosidunt, 
Uppor Manhollan Socioty 
for Progress Through 
Preservation; J. Max Bond, 
Jr. Partner, Duvis, Brody & 
Associates; Roberta 
Washington, Roberta 
Washington Architoct, 
P.C.; Moderator: Bevurly 
II all Lawrence, staff wrtlor. 
Newsday. 
Cooper-Hewitt Museum 
• 2 E. 9tst St • 860·6861l 

Continued on PaJ;e 9 

8-ROUTES, A IVeekly Guide to A-frican-American Culture, February 24·/t.tarch 1, 199:/ 



Come all you Gallant 
1/eroes: The World of the 
Revolutionary Soldier 
Through Aug 14 
A chronicle of the 
experiences of soldiers 111 

the Continental Ann\· 
durin!~ the War for · 
Amcnc.an Independence. 
Excepts from d oancs and 
official n·cords arc posted 
un the walls. including onf' 
from cx·slave and freeman 
Jacoh Fr:oncis. 
Fraunccs Ta,•crn 
Museum • 54 Pearl St • 
425·1776 

• 0 Write Mv Name: 
Harlem Heroes. 
American Portraits 
Through Feb 
Carl Van Vechten·s 

llrl\·ilcged view of 
larlcm·s heroes is tlw 

focus or the 
photographic exhibit. 

•Free 
James Baldwin 
Literature & Music 
Series 
Feb 24.7 pm 
World Premiere of 
composer James 
Theobald's work 
inspired by James 
Baldwin's The Fire Next 
Time. Literarv and 
Theatrical inierprc· 
lations or the great jazz 
s inger Billie Holida\'. 
with Robert O'Mealv. 
author or the new book 
L.adv Dnv: The Mom• 
Faces of Billie Holida_~· 
and Aiesha Rahman. 
author of l..ad1• Dav: A 
Musical Tragedy. \vith 
music by Archie Shepp. 
Clarinet Deluxe with 
J.D. Parrao and Don 
Byron and special ~uest 
poet and writer Shtrley 
LeFlore 

Harlem School of the 
Arts • 645 St. Nichola> 
A,·<' • !llG-4100 

Koval Art of Benin 
Through Sept t:1 
One hundmd-sixtv-thrcc 
cast bronze and can·ecl 
ivory sculptures 
examining court life in 
tlw former \Vest African 
Kingdom of B!!nin . nnw 
snutht!rn Nigt!ria 

Metropolitan Museum of 
Art • 1000 Fifth Ave • 
879-5500 

Allegories of Modernism: 
Contemporary Drawing 
Through-May 5 
This exhibit records 
important and multifdc:l!tml 
role of drawing in nrt 
toda\'. Among tlw art"ts 
exhibited : jean Michel 
Basquiat. Martin Puryear, 
and Glen Ligon. 
The Museum of Modern 
Art • 11 W. 53rd St • 
701!-9400 

1+1+1 Works bv Alfredo 
Jaar · 
Through t\ pr 1 !l 
Sculptural worl..s b~ 
Chilc~n-Born t\lfred o 
laar examine the impact 
or multinational capo tal
ism on countries in 
Africa. Asia and L<otin 
r\merica. 
The New Museum • 583 
Broadway • 219-1222 

Guided Tours 
By appointment onl_v 
The Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black 
Culture • 515 Lenox 
Ave/135th St • 491-2200 

•Pond Di11cussion: 
Africa and the 
Diaspora 
Feb 27. 7 pm 
In conjunction with the 
exhibition Africa and 
thP Diasporo. this panel 
will explore the rich 
artistic and cu ltural 
products of Africa and 
th impact of African 
cultural traditions on 
the art and c:ulturf• or 
North America. South 
America. and the 
Caribbean. Panelists 
include Jeff Donaldson. 
art tst and Acting Dean 
of Fine Arts. l low;ord 
llnoversity. Marta Vega . 
l::"·cuti\·c Director. 
Caribbean Cu lt ural 
Center and others. 

• ll'orhlrop· African 
Mask Making 
Ft!l1 2!1. 2 pon 
Afri«:t~n masls. h!uping 
anh:lopt· mftsls. e~nct 
ft·.otlwrcd n,·ing """I-s an· 
JU'\1 aft'\\' ot tht> masls. 

•Africa and the 
Diaspora: Selections 
from the Permanent 
Collection 
Through Jun 7 
Ninetv-live paintings. 
ex~mlning the inOuence 
o f African art and 
culture on the art. 
artists. and culture of 
the Americas and the 
C.1ribbean. 

• From the Studio: 
Artists-in-Residence, 
1990-91 
Through Mar 1 
Ada Pilar Cruz. ceramic 
sculptor: Leonardo D. 
Drew, sculptor: Eve 
Sandler. painter 

Studio Museum of 
Harlem • 144 \V. 125th St 
• 1164-4500 

• Bronx• 
A Material World: Three 
African-American Artists 
Through Feb 29 
Using a variety of 
materials. the featured 
artists explore motifs and 
ima~ery rooted in 
tradttional African 
culture. Including.the 
jewel-like opulent black 
glass sculpture or 
Te/·umola Adetutu. a 
co orful woven and 
lavercd collages bv Aleta 
Bass and sinuous "organic 
narratives carved into 
wood by Net Young. 
The Satellite Gallery at 
Borough Hall • 851 Grand 
C.oncourse • Room 301 • 
590-3199 

•Urooklyn• 
The New Merengue 
Through May 3 
The migration of 
C.aribbcan and African
Americans to Brooklvn is 
the subject of the · 
Museum's 29th Grand 
Lobby project 
Tlw Brooklvn Museum • 
£00 l::<tsteni Parkwa\· • 
(71RJ fi311-5000 . 

• Staten Island· 
Julius Hemphill Sextet 
Feb 29. 7:00 & 9:00 pm 
,\n all saxophone group. 
Vcumons Memorial Hall • 
Snug llariK>r Cultural 
C.cnlcr • (71 H) 44H-2500 
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• Queens • • HANDBAGS BY 
Film Series: African 
American Actors Acting UROUNA KEUY. OWNER 

Through Feb 29 •AFRICAN-AMERICAN SlYLE 

Glory PINS BY JULIA 
Feb 29.2 pm 
Dir~octcd b1· Edward Zwick. • EARRINGS BY TROCAOERO -
Starring Denrel • CRYSTAL EARRINGS 
Washington . Morgan 
Freeman anrl Mall hew • DESIGNER CLOTHES BY: 
Broderick. WHITTAU & SHON, 
During th<' Crvii\Var. a 
white offi<.er trai ns for STUDIO l , M oot & 

F;uhions & Accessories 

oolllc an all:\frican· 0 0 REE 305 E.11t I I Ott> Streer 
Arncrir.an fighting unit. lfk'IWt'l~' r11 6.lnc1 Avcnu<"i 

AND MUCH MORE! 
Queens Museum of Art • New YOtk. NY I 0029 
New York City Building • SIZES 4 TO 26 121 ZJ 41 0 4186 • 860 9749 

Flushing Meadows ... -----------------------4 Corona Park • (7111) 592· ~ (718) 712-9377 
9700 ( 1 

• Long Is land • 

l...t'Ciun: SNir; 
• Rev. AI S harpton 

Feb 26. 7:30pm 
• Health Issues Affecting 
the Black Communilv 
Feb 26 · 

Five Towns Communit\' 
Center • 270 Lawrence' 
Ave • Lawrence • (516) 
239-6244 

Gil Noble. producer & 
host of Uke Ills 
Feb 24.7 pm 
Hofstra Uni\·ersit\' • 
Hofstra Cultural C'.cn ter • 
1000 Fulton Ave 
(Hempstead Tpk) • 
Hempstead • (51 6) 463· 
5669 

Film Series 
• Dance Theatre of 
Harlem 
Feb 29. 1 pm 

• Nothing But A Man 
Feb 29.4 pm 

II'P.Pkda_l' Pmi!mms 
•Traditional Dance 
Feb 26 . 10:30 am 

• Self Esteem 
Feb 27. 1:0(1 pm 

•Harriet Tubman 
Fch 27 . 10::10 dill 

• Arts & C rafts 
Feb 27. IO:JU am 

African American l\.lus .. um 
• 110 Nunh Franl..lrn St • 
llcmpstt:ari • {51fil4115· 
0470 

(' / / (/" /. ( ~ /. / roo./ (./.? // 
J / /"/'//~/" C;,//,,>;/ t_-:71/ J)~;f'/r~y 

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING 

• PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO • SCULPTURE 

• fiLM PROCESSING 

22:H:I9linden Boulevard • Cambria Heights, NY 11411 

• Westcheste r• 

Photographic I mag~ of 
19th Century African
:\mericans 
Through May 3 
These photographs 
document the cxislcnc:c of a 
>uccessful and prospcrou• 
cla~s of AfricEHl·Anu.:rir-4-'lns 
in the l!llh <.:entury. 
Tht' llucison River 
\lus..•um • 511 
\\ arhunon A vi' • Yunl-.c" 
• IY14I !lfi:l-45!'10 

fiLM 
James Dickson in a 
Rac ial Comedv 
F,·h :!11. !1::10 pinK F•·h 
:!\t. tdiOplll 
Luther T. Junes h·lls till' 
:-tHn' of a h lacl 111an and 
h: .. ~>lht·ssion \\'11 h 
<Jih.'S11U)t for H whik 
'~ o mnn. Throu,.;h ct sene~ 
o:·.:,•rao-cumi(: t!\'unt;-. wt: 
l··..:r:1 tho.1t sunwliuH-, 
drt·.:ttn~ and fantasit•<~t 
>l:tllllrl Stil\' )tlSI that , .111rl 
:n..:t :-~o rnt:iinu:s wh.tt j, 
~, .... i fnr us ntn he~ rigl\1 
;.,;:,:•·r uur no'''"' Janw' 

Dickson wi II he present for 
M:rccning 

Antho logy Film Archives 
• 32 Second A\'c • 505· 
!'l l ll l 

Young Black Cinema 
Feb 21l·Mar 5. nightly. 
except Monday. at 7 pm 
t1 Sf'lection af short films 
i.J_1· young upcoming 
hlrll'k filmmakers . 
·In BaoBab ( l !lK!ll 

Erik Hamilton Kn i,;ht 
usc•s his fanuh· 
bm:lgruund aS the poant 
of clcpanurc for an 
.:xploration of tlw 
n·,ditics and misconc:t~p · 
t ions of a young mom 's 
mulli·c:ultur.rl iclt•ntill' 

• S us pt•cl ( 1 !1!111 
Darnel Martin's tight dncl 
r·n~~russing thriller tal es a 
<.:rrtic:allc><>l.. at th" l"rlC' ial 
slt•reut ype of black 
nmth~ .-.s ant i-s<wio.d and 
~t·xual menat ·t·~. 

· Occupational llaza rd 
(19'1 11 
Erick Daniel's dark 
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comedy w!th a 
supernatural twist. 
Haunted by an incident 
from his past-which ha' 
alreadv claimed the livt!s 
of three friends-Jeff rev 
King chooses to spend 
what might he the lust 
day of his life at an 
unsympathetic 

· psychiatrist's office in a 
last effor1 to reverse his 
fate . 

• Boss of the Ballet 
(1989) 
Lindley Farley's biwm· 
offbeat farce about two 
sanitation men who 
drcarn or staging it halld 
for tlw Samtation Talt·nt 
Contest. Gus will dan<:t: 
while fern· will 
acc:ornpar\y with hb 
oboe. When )t!fr\''s 
missing ohoc tuins up at 
an invalid girl's house. 
they plot a burglary to 
rctricvt~ it. 

• Billy Turner's Secret 
{1990) 
Michael May~n·s story 
of how a young straight 
man learns the hard wav 
tu accept his best friend·., 
homosexuality. 

The Public Theater • 425 
Lafavcttc S treet • 5911-
7150 

CHILDREN 
A Touch of Folklore an d 
More 
Feb 211. 10:30 am 
A \·ibr..tnt and f'nthu~i·tt!'\lic 
c:ornpany nf \'Ottng lwoplt• 
perform trdOi-tiona \Vest 
Afrir:an dance with suns.:s 
and musi<:. Their 
n:pcnoire e•·oles a spirited 
c:nnncction with their 
hcrita~c an,l ancestry. 
Aaron Davis llall • Citv 
Collt:gc • lJSth St and· 
Convent A\'e • 650-1\!100 

FREE FOR ALL 
Harlem Textile Works 
On View 
Through Mar r. 
Aanm Davis Hall • Cit\' 
Cullt');t! • J:ISt h St and· 
Cnnl't:nt A1·c • liSO-t;noo 

1992 Carnegie Hall 
Neighborhood Concerts 
The Uptown String 
Quartet 
Fcb 29, 11 am 
Harlem School of the Ar1s 
• li45 St. Nicholas Ave • 
903-9600 

Body and Soul: The 
Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater Exhibit 
Feb 26-May 11 
The exhibition documents 
the troupe's rich heritage 
with a widc·varictv of 
rarely seen items gatllt'r<'d 
from the archives of the 
Lihrarv and the Ailc1· 
r:omp~inv. as well as ·rrom 
L"'"onal collect ions of 
former Ailcv dancers ;md 
c:ollaborators. 
Lihrar\''s Main Callen· • 
40 Li•icoln Centt:r Plaza 
• 1170-1670 

• Haitian folk lo r e 
Feh 25. 6:00pm 
The Louines Louinis 
Haitian Dance Theatre 
will perform scenes from 
Village Life in liaiti 

• Judge Bruce Wright . 
Supreme Court Justice 
Feb 27,6 pm 
Judge Wright will spcal 
about the state of the 
African-American in 
today·s society 

•The Checkpoint Band 
Feb 28.5 pm 
Jazz. R&B and Soul 
conce~rt. 

Tlw N"w Vorl Puhlic 
Libran• • 11 5th St. 
Branch • 203 \'1/. 115th 
St (nC!ar ACP. Jr. Blvd) • 
(;66-9393 

Endangered Writers: 
Blackballing 
Feb 24. (i:OO pm 
A lecture conversation 
with John A. Williams 
ahout censorship he has 
witnesst:cl. llC!en subjected 
to. The ta lk inl'olves 
groups. institutions. 
pubhc.ations and individ
u<tls. There is some 
discussion of U.S. govern
ment interest in the careers 
of wri tt:rs Richard Wright. 
)tmws IJ.aldwin ancl 
L<m~:stnn II ughes. 
Mid-Man hattan Ubrarv • 
455 Fifth Av" at 40th St 

Alva Nelson. Jazz pianist 
Feb 24. noon 
Lecture-demonstration of 
black mu~ic piano 
harmonics 

The New York Citv 
Ucpartment of Cuftural 
Affairs • 2 columbus 
Circle • Mark Goodson 
Theater 

Photograph Exhibit : The 
Black Experience: 
Seven V1sions 
Through Feb 27 
For11'\>rints clep1cting the 
strugg cs. joys. and 
triumphs of the hlacl 
expcncnc:c throughout the 
\\'Oriel 
The Nilan House • 620 
Fifth 1\l'e . 586-30!10 

liaircut and Styling 
Tues & Wed evenings. 
Free haircut and st\'lc lw 
licensed hair st\'lisis in 'the 
John Atc hison training 
Center. Call 650-0126 for 
an appointment 

• Long Island • 
Black College Guide 
The fob and Education 
Information C'.cnter houses 
a new electronic program 
which allows patrons to 
access detailed information 
on a •·ast arra1· of topics 
related to Blacl colk-ges. 
This program gives details 
about 84 Black colleges 
throughout the United 
States. 
Freepor1 Memorial 
Libran· • W. Merrick 
Road & So. Oc:i'an Ave • 
Frccpor1 • {51 G) 379-3274 

Do you have a 
product or service 

you'd want Routes· 
readers to know 

about? 

Call our 
Advertising 

Department for 
Rates and 

Information 
(212) 627-5241 



"Welcome to Videoways" 
Harlem's Largest Video Family 

P.~ VideoWays 
21 56 Second Avenue 

(Bel. 11 Oth & 11 1 th) 

1Hour 
Photo 

Income Tax 
Fast Electronic Filing 
Accounting Services 

{212) 722-6892 
.. 
I' 

LET'f rfLEllllnTE! 

.L:1die> Cfzoia 

rnOIE flnWiliNf 
nffntR 

']£f.tu<UJ !!8. 1\)\)2 

6 /Jnl- '7lt!LJ 
.:::'Lt Rff.t • (.'.,,{, !l_~, • 

o f1u>ic 

NAACP Mid-Manhattan Branch 

Reduced from 

$60 to $40 
SPECIAL PRICES 

FOR t1 UMITED TIME 

(9oal lLJiaclt 
6ti/NCO ~;/.\' 

.<IJ!ach 6~rmeo ,, . 
(_ ){ 1/VW f lf \' 

COME SEE OUR 
SELECTIONS OF 

Handbags 
Jewelry 

Accessories 
& Gifts galore 

Celli's Grab Bag, Inc 
169-27 1371h Ave 

Jamaica. NY 11434 
(718) 723-1200 

T. W FONVILLE, MD 
I ntern a l Medici ne 

29 Fifth Avenue 
(near I Oth Street) 
Suite 1-A 
New York, NY l 0003 

By Appointment Only 
212 674-1020 

HARPER VALLEY 
RESTAURANT 

745 Fulton Street • Brooklyn • (718) 596-2367 
Nedr the corner or South Port/Jnd Street 

•Home Baked Southern Cakes, 
~]:;'- Pies & Cornbread -~ 
~·: 'Sweet Potato Pie, White Potato~; 

Lemon Meringue Pie, Chocolate Pie, Peach Cobbler, 
Lemon Cake, Chocolate Cake 

At 
~~CHANCES LOUNGE 

Every Thursday is 

but you can also buy 
Shrimp by the pound! 
"Take a Chance At Chances" 

HOST: GEORGE WALLACE 

52 


